
PLANNINGCOMMISSIONMEETING
June17, 2015

ChairpersonKondrickcalledthePlanningCommissionMeetingtoorderat7:00p.m.  

MEMBERSPRESENT: DavidKondrick, BradSielaff, LeroyOquist, DavidOstwald, andMike
Heintz

MEMBERSABSENT: DeanSabaandToddOlin

OTHERSPRESENT:   StacyStromberg, Planner
JonathanGesch, RoseCitySign

ApprovalofMinutes:  May20, 2015

MOTION byCommissionerSielafftoapprovetheminutesaspresented.  SecondedbyCommissioner
Ostwald.  

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY.   

1. PUBLICHEARING:  

ConsiderationofaSpecialUsePermit, SP #15-06, byRoseCitySign, toallowanelectronic
messagecentersign, generallylocatedat5667UniversityAvenueNE.   

MOTION byCommissionerOquisttoopenthepublichearing.  SecondedbyCommissionerSielaff.    

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLYANDTHEPUBLICHEARINGWASOPENEDAT7:02
P.M.  

StacyStromberg Planner, statedthepetitioner, RoseCitySign, whoisrepresentingSuperAmericaat
5667UniversityAvenue, isrequestingaspecialusepermittoallowtheretrofitoftheexistingmanual
pricingsign, toanelectronicpricingsignontheexistingpylonsign.    

Ms. Stromberg stateda68squarefootfree-standingsignalreadyexistsonthesubjectproperty.  The
existingsignwillremainasis, withtheonlychangebeingtoremovetheexistingmanualpricingsigns
withnewLEDpricesigns.    

Ms. Stromberg statedthesubjectpropertyislocatedonthesoutheastcornerofUniversityAvenueand
th57 Avenue.  ThepropertyiszonedC-2, GeneralBusinessandisalsointheTOD (TransitOriented

Development) OverlayDistrict.  In1965aservicestationwasconstructedontheproperty.  Thepylon
signwasoriginallyconstructedthatsameyear, buthasbeenmodifiedseveraltimesovertheyears.  The
originalservicestationwasdemolishedin1978.  Landuserecordsindicatethataspecialusepermitwas
issuedin1978toallowtheSuperAmericagasstationuse, andthenewstationwasconstructedin1986.    

Ms. Stromberg statedelectronicchangeablesignsareanapprovedspecialuseinanyzoningdistrict,  
exceptresidential, providedthemessagedoesn’tchangemoreoftenthanonceevery45seconds.  Thesign
alsoneedstobeinconformancewiththesignrequirementsforthezoningdistrict, inwhichtheproperty
islocated.  Thepropertyiszoned, C-2GeneralBusiness, whichrequiresthatfreestandingsignagecannot
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exceed80squarefeetinsize.  Theexistingsignmeetsthatsizerequirementaswillthenewsign.  The
totalsignareaofthesignwiththeretrofittoLEDpricesignsis68squarefeet, withtheLEDpieceofthe
signbeing41squarefeet.   

Ms. Stromberg statedtheTODOverlaydistricthasprohibitedthesetypesofsignbecausegenerally
thesetypesofsignsarenotpedestrianfriendlyandmostTODdistrictsencouragedevelopmentsthatrely
onpedestriansandwalkability.  ThisTODlocationwithinFridleyisuniqueinthatitisborderedbya
freewayandhasahighwaythatdissectsit.  Asaresult, staffhasconcludedthatelectronicchangeable
messagesignswillbepermittedinthisOverlaydistrictprovidedtheyarelocatedonfree-standingsigns.   
AtextamendmenttothissectionofcodewasapprovedbythePlanningCommissiononMay20, 2015
andtheCityCouncilheldapublichearingtoconsiderthechangeonJune8, 2015.  Theydidcontinuethe
publichearinguntilthiscomingMondayandwillcontinuethatdiscussion.    

Ms. Stromberg stateditwillbestipulatedthatthesignwillnotbeabletoberetrofitteduntilthesecond
readingoftheordinancechangehasoccurredandtheordinancebecomesofficial, whichis14daysafter
publicationoftheordinance.  

Ms. Stromberg statedCitystaffrecommendsapprovalofthespecialusepermitaselectronicchangeable
signsareanapprovedspecialuseinthecommercialzoningdistrict, providedthesigncomplieswithCode
requirements, subjecttostipulations.    

Ms. Stromberg statedCitystaffrecommendsthatifthespecialusepermitisgranted, thefollowing
stipulationsbeattached:  

1. Thepetitionershallobtainsignpermitandcurrentsignerectorlicensepriortoinstalling
anysignageonsite.  

2. ProposedsignmodificationshallnotoccuruntiltheTODOverlayDistricttext
amendmentunderconsiderationwhichallowselectronicchangeablemessagecenterson
free-standingsignshasbecomeofficial.    

3. MessageonL.E.D. signshallnotchangemoreoftenthanauthorized underSection
214.07oftheFridleyCityCode.  

4. MessageonL.E.D. signshallneverflashorhavemotionthatmaydistractvehicular
trafficinthearea.  

CommissionerOquist statedtheonlythingthatisgoingtobechangingaretheprices.  Theyarenot
goingtohaveanymessages.  

ChairpersonKondrick replied, yes, thatiscorrect.  

ChairpersonKondrick askedthepetitionerifhehadanyquestionsforthemregardingthestipulations?  

JonathanGesch RoseCitySign, replied, no, hethinksthosearefairlyreasonablestipulationsandones
thatcouldbefollowed.   

ChairpersonKondrick askedwhetherheunderstandstheTODregulations?   

Mr. Gesch replied, hedoesnotunderstandtheTODregulations.   
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ChairpersonKondrick statedtheyarewaitingforafinaldealfromtheCityCouncil.  HeaskedMs.  
StrombergtotellMr. Geschwhatitisallabout.  

Ms. Stromberg statedafewyearsagothispropertywasinvolvedinanOverlayDistrictwhichisrelated
tothelocationofthecommutertrain station.  TheCitycreatedanoverlay districtthatwouldallow
differenttypesofsetbacksandrequirementsforthosepropertiesthatarewithinclosevicinityofthetrain
station.  ThatparticularCodedidnotallowtheseelectronicchangeablesigns.  TheCityhassincehad
SuperAmericaandafewotherbusinessesintheTODasktheCitytoreconsiderthat, andstaffdecided
thatwassomethingwecouldconsiderprovidedthatthesignisonthefreestandingsignandnotonthe
building.   

Mr. Gesch askedwhetherthatwouldbeforelectronicmessagecentersaswell?    

Ms. Stromberg replied, yes.   

Mr. Gesch statedthissignisnothavingonebutjustforfuture.  Thereisapossibilitytheycoulduseone.  

Ms. Stromberg replied, yes

ChairpersonKondrick statedtheCityCouncilwillbeactingonthetextamendmentthisonMonday.  It
shouldbeclearsailingasfarasMr. Geschisconcerned, andthenhewillhavetobebeforetheCouncil
againforthisrequestonJuly13.    

Mr. Gesch statedandfromwhatheunderstandsnoworkcanbedoneuntil14daysafter.    

Ms. Stromberg replied, correct.  

MOTION byCommissionerOquisttoclosethepublichearing.  SecondedbyCommissionerHeintz.    

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLYANDTHEPUBLICHEARINGWASCLOSEDAT7:11
P.M.  

ChairpersonKondrick statedhedidnothaveanyproblemwiththis.  

MOTION byCommissionerSielafftoapproveSpecialUsePermit, SP #15-06, byRoseCitySign, to
allowanelectronicmessagecentersign, generallylocatedat5667UniversityAvenueNEwiththe
followingstipulations:   

1. Thepetitionershallobtainsignpermitandcurrentsignerectorlicensepriortoinstalling
anysignageonsite.  

2. ProposedsignmodificationshallnotoccuruntiltheTODOverlayDistricttext
amendmentunderconsiderationwhichallowselectronicchangeablemessagecenterson
free-standingsignshasbecomeofficial.    

3. MessageonL.E.D. signshallnotchangemoreoftenthanauthorizedunderSection
214.07oftheFridleyCityCode.  

4. MessageonL.E.D. signshallneverflashorhavemotionthatmaydistractvehicular
trafficinthearea.  
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SecondedbyCommissionerOquist.   

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY.  

2.   ReceivetheMinutesoftheMay4, 2015, Parks & RecreationCommissionMeeting.   

MOTION byCommissionerHeintztoreceivetheminutes.  SecondedbyCommissionerOquist.   

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY.  

3.   ReceivetheMinutesoftheMay7, 2015, HousingandRedevelopmentCommission
Meeting.   

MOTION byCommissionerSielafftoreceivetheminutes.  SecondedbyCommissionerOstwald.   

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY.  

4.   ReceivetheMinutesoftheMay12, 2015, EnvironmentalQualityandEnergyCommission
Meeting.   

MOTION byCommissionerOquisttoreceivetheminutes.  SecondedbyCommissionerHeintz.   

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLY

OTHERBUSINESS

Ms. Stromberg statedthespecialusepermitforGraceEvangelicalFreeChurchelectronicsignfromlast
monthwasapprovedbytheCityCouncil.  ThenextmeetingisJuly15, andtheydohaveoneitemonthat
agenda.   

ADJOURN

MOTION byCommissionerOquisttoadjourn.  SecondedbyCommissionerHeintz.   

UPONAVOICEVOTE, ALLVOTINGAYE, CHAIRPERSONKONDRICKDECLAREDTHE
MOTIONCARRIEDUNANIMOUSLYANDTHEMEETINGADJOURNEDAT7:15P.M.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

DeniseM. Johnson
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RecordingSecretary


